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Socialisms of “Evolution” and “Revolution” at the early 20th century.

—Socialist Evolutionism and Schumpeter’s vision.

KOBAYASHI Daisuke

Abstract

This paper examines the tactical conflict between ‘evolution” and revolution’ debated by German socialists at
the turn of the 20th century and considers the role the argument played in Schumpeter’s later book, Capitalism,
Socialism, and Democracy. The concept of evolution has been used to explain social development since the
Enlightenment era. The ‘evolution’ of society was linked with Christian millennium thought and utopianism, and it
became a thought that indicated ‘purposefulness’ of pursuing ideals. After the advent of Darwinism, the word
came to be used among socialists as a term for gradual progress aimed at socialization. While moderate socialists
aim for socialization through a democratic process, activists make violent revolution’. In the early 20th centuries,
this dyad of ‘evolution’ and Tevolution” developed to tactical conflict within the German Social Democratic Party.

Schumpeter’s Capitalism, Socialism, Democracy is considered to have had such a scheme of conflict within the
German Social Democratic Party as a background knowledge. While he formulated the revolutionary innovation of
entrepreneurs as a process of ‘economic evolution’ in Theory of Economic Development, he seemed to regard the

trend toward socialism as a process of evolution of capitalism in Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy.
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