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Consideration on building a “community” in interactive media

— Focusing on “Weathernews LiVE"—

HOSOKAWA Mitsunori

Abstract

With the spread of SNS, interactive media that allows performers and viewers to interact with each other is
beginning to attract attention. Among them, the popular distribution program in recent years is “Weathernews
LiVE”. Weathernews Inc., the weather forecasting company that runs this program, is rapidly increasing the
number of members of the paid weather app. The driving force behind this is “Weathernews LiVE.”

This program is a live weather information program, and is established as a “community” where casters and
viewers interact through chats and the like. In the program, in addition to the weather information, various
elements such as introduction of photos from viewers, quiz questions, comments from viewers who turned the
casters into tea are taken in abundantly.

The reason why viewers are fascinated by this program is that they continue to like the casters by watching
YouTube’s “cutout video” and so on, and by sending comments, the program gets excited and they themselves
This is because you can feel that you are a member of the making. A kind of “community” is formed there.

From a business perspective, the “top-down method” and “bottom-up method” of the company are fused, and
both the caster and the viewer are in perfect contact with each other.

From a sociological point of view, it is similar to the idea that the people in power of the “community” are the
casters and the residents are the viewers, and that we want to create a better society.

What is worrisome in the future is whether the atmosphere of the current free program will change as the
number of viewers increases, and by doing “waiting”, which is prohibited for some viewers, to casters. The
question is whether something unexpected will happen.

Whether or not we can continue to protect a “peaceful” and “free” “community” depends largely on the ethics

of the viewers.






