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The History and Contemporary Theme of Relationship between

Agriculture and Welfare for Employment Support of the Handicapped

HATAKEYAMA Akiko SUGIOKA Naoto

Abstract

Since 1970s social policy of employment support of the handicapped had challenged such expansion of their
work fields and expanding their population in various places. In those days the progressive part of social welfare
corporations had an original policy for the handicapped as their members on which they would have challenged
about work in agriculture in their social welfare facilities.

The purpose of activities would have been considered as to expand members’ activities for expansion of their
work fields and razing their wages by agricultural activities in their fields for farming. Otherwise they had
engaged with processing agricultural products and bringing products to market.

Under those activities, various types of expansion of employment supports as institution established had
appeared as work continuation support or work transition support. A couple of support such as general companies
undertaking legal employment rate of the handicapped by installing subsidiary and agricultural sections for
planting and processing or bringing products to markets had also linked, that is to say, a new stage of employment
of policy for the disabled.

By the way agricultural labor shortage had sifted work environment for the farmers including agricultural
production corporation, and for the handicapped. Lifting up combination of agricultural managers and social
welfare business is called combining agricultural activities and social welfare business.

In this paper reviewing policy histories of expansion of employment for the handicapped, could be traced for
the combination of agricultural managers and social welfare business, we would try to consider and propose new
stage of social policy for the social independence of the handicapped by using case studies of agricultural activities

for the handicapped and reviewing research reports on agricultural activities for the handicapped.
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