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Examination of newspaper reporters’ discomfort with gender expression

—Based on a survey by Japan Federation of Newspaper Workers” Unions—

HOSOKAWA Mitsunori

Abstract

In recent years, awareness of gender equality has increased, andJapan Federation of Newspaper Workers’
Union conducted a “questionnaire on gender expression” for members of the editorial workplace and announced
the results.

Looking at the contents, it can be seen that female reporters are more likely than male reporters to feel
uncomfortable with gender expressions in newspaper articles, and middle-aged and older male reporters do not
feel uncomfortable. Behind this is the difficulty of working in the company, including the sexual harassment of
female reporters, which raises awareness, and middle-aged and older male reporters, who are their bosses, have
learned the expressions of articles when they were not aware of gender. There is a tendency not to feel
uncomfortable with the expression. The age structure of newspaper reporters is also the highest in their 50s, and
the company’s values remain old-fashioned. Another reason is that the number of young reporters does not
increase because the business conditions of newspaper companies are deteriorating.

In the future, it seems necessary to further increase the number of female reporters and educate middle-aged

and older male reporters on gender.



