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An Attempt at Quantitative Visualization of the Ideal Image
by the End of Childhood:

A Study Using the Time Sampling Method.

YOSHIZAWA Eri YABUTA Hiromi MAEKAWA Maki

Abstract

Using the time sampling method, this study visualized Ideal Image by the End of Childhood
by observing and recording 5-year-old children’s free play in a licensed nursery school and forest
kindergarten; further, frequencies of each exhibited ideal image were compared, with notable
differences based on the childcare environment and activity. In the licensed nursery school,
Cooperativity; Interests in and sensitivity to quantity, figures, signs, and letters, etc.; and Mutual
verbal communication were common, indicating that structured environments can promote
social and cognitive development. Meanwhile, in the forest kindergarten, Connection to nature
and respect for life and Sound mind and body were prominent, in addition to notable physical
and sensory aspects. Furthermore, inter-rater differences were found, indicating that
understanding and perspectives of Ideal Image by the End of Childhood influenced the observed
tendencies. These findings form shared understanding among childcare workers, thereby
encouraging professional reflection, examining educational continuity during the transition from
early childhood to primary education, and potentially improving childcare practices and

assessment methods.

Keywords: Ideal Image by the End of Childhood, licensed nursery school, forest kindergarten,

time sampling method, quantitative visualization.



