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Considerations on the state and future of newspaper reporting
based on “SDGs research articles”

HOSOKAWA Mitsunori

Abstract

In April 2023, the Hokkaido Shimbun newspaper reported the results of a survey conducted
by the Japan Newspaper Publishers & Editors Association under the headline “Newspaper
Readers Place Importance on SDGs.” This article suggests that newspaper readers understand
the SDGs better than people who have little contact with newspapers. However, a survey
conducted by major advertising agency Dentsu found that although many people understand
the SDGs, their sources of information are television and SNS, and newspapers do not rank very
highly. This result is due to the fact that the definition of newspaper readers as defined by the
Japan Newspaper Publishers & Editors Association in the survey is very unreasonable. This
article is misleading. Although the circulation of newspapers is declining, they are highly
trusted. In the future, newspapers will be able to maintain their credibility by publishing
balanced articles rather than just one-sided articles, and maintaining fairness. Newspapers face

strong criticism, but it will be even more important to be conscious of this fairness.



