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The educational effects of manga production:

The case study of ‘Nakayama Kyuzo Monogatari’ project as a regional collaboration

TAKEUCHI Miho MIKAMI Izumi

Abstract

This paper examines the educational effects of collaborative production of practical manga
with local governments and other organizations on students in the context of manga education
at universities. As a case study, it focuses on the manga production project “Production and
Utilization of Manga about Notable Local Figures” (sponsored by the B&G Foundation), which
was carried out jointly by the Department of Design at Seisa Dohto University’'s Faculty of Art
and the Board of Education of Kitahiroshima City. The manga in question, titled “The Tale of
Kyuzo Nakayama: The Ambition of One Million” (story by MIKAMI Izumi, artwork by
HORIUCHI Sakura), was published by the Kitahiroshima City Board of Education in March
2024. The project was carried out during extracurricular hours and involved one main artist and
six assistants. Surveys and qualitative interviews were conducted with the students who
participated in the project. The results revealed that all students involved experienced positive
educational outcomes, such as improvements in manga production skills, communication
abilities in collaborative work, and enhanced understanding and motivation towards university
courses. This study also highlights the educational significance of practical manga production
and addresses the challenges of incorporating practical manga production into educational

settings.



