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Attempt for restoration of Paleoloxodon naumanni discovered
in Churui, Hokkaido

HIROJI Miyu

Abstract

Here I attempted to reconstruct Paleoloxodon naumanni, an extinct elephant once lived in
Hokkaido, based on the latest paleontological findings and by comparing with the osteology and
ecology of living proboscideans. I took the habitat and seasonality in the ancient time when the
extinct elephant lived in consideration. By doing so, I am confident that I did finish the unique
painting of reconstruction keeping the biodiversity and exquisite details of the organismal
network in mind, which made it distinct from many others seen in museum exhibits and popular
books. Many types of life reconstruction of Paleoloxodon naumanni made so far have given the
light only to the elephant, a main cast, and other organisms tended to be neglected, although
ponds and plants were depicted. However, the life reconstruction of the extinct elephant in
ancient Hokkaido I attempted this time includes:

1) an attempt to depict biodiversity by inclusion of other organisms such as dytiscid water
beetles with several stages of metamorphosis and water plants, which could be an egg-laying
site for the former, than elephant, which is the main cast

2) a screen layout from the artistic standpoint

3) an expression in exquisite details with ballpoint pen, which is my own drawing style

ballpoint pen/miniature painting/paleoenvironment, life reconstruction/

Paleoloxodon naumanni from Churui/proboscidean fossils



